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Introduction
Over the past few years, it has been wonderful to watch our foreign colleagues celebrating
their achievements inthe field of Egyptian archaeology by holding exhibitions in the Egyptian
Museum, Cairo. The current exhibition showcases twenty-five years of cooperation between
Egyptian and Australian archaeologists.
It has been my pleasure to become acquainted over the years with two of the most important
Australian scholars currently working in Egypt. The first of these is Dr. Naguib Kanawati, who
is originally Egyptian. I was introduced to him when I was writing my doctoral dissertation on
the cults of Khufu, Khafre, and Menkaure at Giza. Dr. Kanawati’s scholarly publications on
the Old Kingdom were very helpful to me, especially his work on the administration of this era.
When I came back to Egypt, I met him in person while he was working in Sohag. When he
began excavating at Saqqara, his concession was close to my excavations in the Teti complex. We
have had many interesting conversations about our fieldwork, in which we shared our ideas with
one another. Dr. Kanawati also came to Giza to study some of the tombs there, ones already
published by scholars in the past. I am always impressed by how quickly he publishes his work;
he is one of the few scholars that comes back to us each year with a new publication. This is
what we need the most: excavation and conservation, then immediate publication so that work
can be shared with the entire field.
The second Australian archaeologist with whom I have become friends is Dr. Colin Hope from
Monash University. Dr. Hope is considered one of the few scholars who is truly expert in the
field of New Kingdom pottery. I met in 1974 when I was working with the Pennsylvania-Yale
expedition to the palace of Amenhotep III at Malkata. Dr. Hope was then one of the students
who worked with the team.
I have also followed the work of Christiana Kohler, who is currently working at the Early
Dynastic site of Helwan. I am very impressed with her work, and also with how dedicated she
is to protecting as well as excavating this site. Her advice has led to many important actions that
will help enormously with the long-term preservation of the area. I want to mention here as well
the contributions of Dr. Boyo Ockinga, who works at Thebes and is an expert on New Kingdom
language and sculpture.
I am so happy to hold this exhibition, to show that Egyptian antiquities do not belong only to us,
but to everyone all ofver the world. I wish to thank here Dr. Robert Bowker, Australia’s current
ambassador to Egypt, and to remember my dear friend, Lady Newton, the wife of the former
ambassador. She was always dear to our hearts, and we were very sorry to see her leave Egypt.
This exhibition illustrates the close cooperation between Australia and Egypt. There are a
number of wonderful, and carefully chosen on display here, including an unusual cylinder seal,
a beautiful Old Kingdom slab stela, and my favourite, the New Kingdom statue of Saroy, a high
official under Ramesses II.
I am sure that the success of this celebration will lead to continued successful cooperation

between our two nations.
Zahi Hawass

When Dr. Zahi Hawas assumed the position of Secretary General of the Supreme Council
of Antiquities (SCA), he took, as one of his primary responsibilities, promotion of the role
of the Egyptian Museum, Cairo. During his tenure, he has also focused on Egyptian and
foreign expeditions working in Egypt.
One of the responsibilities of the SCA is to manage temporary exhibitions at the
Egyptian Museum. These include the present exhibition, which celebrates the fruitful and
constructive cooperative efforts between the SCA and the scientific expeditions led by
Australian universities and academic institutions that are interested in maintaining Egypt’s
archaeological heritage.
This exhibition includes a variety of important objects that were discovered at Helwan,
Saqqara, Karnak, Luxor, and Dakhla, and belong to many different periods of Egyptian
history. Some of these finds are now displayed at the Egyptian Museum, and show the skill
and artistry of the ancient Egyptian.
Mr. Mohamed Abdel Fattah
Chairman of the Museums Sector

Foreword
The Australian Embassy is very pleased to have been involved in organising Corroboree, a
celebration of 25 of Australian and Egyptian archaeological cooperation.
The name Corroboree refers to a traditional Aboriginal Australian gathering for the lively
exchange of friendship and information. We thought it a fitting title for a celebration
of the many achievements and excellent friendships formed during the 25 years of direct
cooperation between Australian and Egyptian Archaeologists and Egyptologists.
This important cultural event highlights the multidimensional nature of the bilateral
relationship between Australia and Egypt. That relationship is based not only on strong
trade ties, particularly in agricultural products, but also long-standing friendships and mutual
understanding.
Relations between Egypt and Australia are constantly expanding, bringing benefits to both
sides. Education and tourism are key growth areas. So too is the mining industry, where
Australian companies are looking to Egypt for new and exciting investment opportunities.
Our major sponsor for Corroboree, Centamin, is an excellent example of this cooperation.
Trading as Pharaoh Gold Mines in Egypt, Centamin are building a state-of-the-art gold
mine in the Eastern Desert at Sukari with the very best of Australian technology and knowhow. With Australians and Egyptians working side by side, I am confident it is only the
beginning of a new partnership with Egypt which will produce significant rewards.
I am particularly grateful for Centamin’s sponsorship of Corroboree. Through its generosity
it is contributing to the bilateral relationship in a very substantial manner. Singapore
Airlines and the Hotel InterContinental City Stars have also provided valuable support and
assistance. To them also I extend our thanks.
I must express my appreciation to Dr Zahi Hawass and the Supreme Council of Antiquities,
without whose inspiration and encouragement Corroboree could never have occurred. I wish
also to recognise and thank Dr Wafaa El Saddik and her expert staff for their invaluable help
and assistance in realising the exhibition at the Egyptian Museum. And I would also like to
thank Jane Smythe for her tireless efforts, and recognise the generous contributions of so
many Australian Egyptologists who have helped to bring the project to fruition.

Dr. Robert Bowker
Australian Ambassador

Foreword
Over the past two years, the Egyptian Museum has hosted a series of wonderful exhibitions.
A number of these have been mounted by foreign archaeological organizations, including
the American Research Centre in Egypt, the French Institute in Cairo, the German Institute
in Cairo, and the Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology of the University of Warsaw.
These enormously successful exhibitions have commemorated the anniversaries of
excavations in Egypt by archaeologists from these countries, honouring the contributions
they have made to Egyptology.
We are now very pleased to welcome our Australian colleagues, who are celebrating 25 years
of work in Egypt. Several wonderful projects are highlighted in this display. Firstly we have
the work of Dr Christiana Köhler from Macquarie University, Sydney, who is excavating
part of the large Early Dynastic to Old Kingdom necropolis at Helwan. She follows here
in the footsteps of our great Egyptian excavator, Zaki Saad, who worked at this site in
the 1940s. Other magnificent objects inn the exhibition were discovered by Professor
Naguib Kanawati, whose research, under the aegis of the Supreme Council of Antiquities,
the University of the Suez Canal, and the Australian Centre for Egyptology at Macquarie
University, centres on the Teti Pyramid Cemetery at Saqqara. Professor Kanawati has found
many wonderful objects dating from the Old Kingdom through to the Late Period.
Several objects come from Dra Abu el-Naga in the Theban hills and date from the New
Kingdom. Some were excavated by the Macquarie Theban Tombs Project under Associate
Professor Boyo Ockinga; others have been identified by him as coming from this area.
The Western Desert, specifically the Dakhleh Oasis, is represented by two archaeological
sites from the Greco-Roman Period, discovered by teams under the direction of Associate
Professor Colin Hope and Dr Gillian Bowen from Monash University, Melbourne.
I wish to extend special thanks to Dr Zahi Hawass for his continual and essential support, and
H.E. the Ambassador to Egypt, Dr Robert Bowker, for his sponsorship of this exhibition.
I wish also to thank Ms Jane Smythe, who has organised this exhibition on behalf of her
Australian colleagues. I am, as always, grateful to the staff of the Egyptian Museum for their
dedication and hard work, especially Ms Sabah Abdel Razik, our Exhibition Coordinator, Mr
Gamal el-Belem, Mr Khalifa Mohamed, Ms Walaa Moustafa, and the rest of the curatorial
staff, as well as Doha Fathy, our Associate Registrar for Exhibitions and the all of the
registrary staff.
Dr Wafaa El Saddik
Director
General Director of the Egyptian Museum, Cairo

Introduction
The study of Egyptology in Australia is young, but strong and vibrant, with undergraduate
and postgraduate coursework programs, leading to the preparation of doctoral dissertations.
Egyptological training in Australia covers the study of art and architecture, archaeology,
languages and history. Special focus is placed on research and the provision of research
infrastructure including excellent library facilities. All staff and a selected number of students
in Egyptology take part in annual archaeological expeditions to Egypt.
This exhibition celebrates 25 years of Australian involvement in the uncovering and study
of one of the greatest civilisations of humankind, that of Ancient Egypt. In a relatively
short period, Australian archaeologists, mainly from Macquarie University in Sydney and
Monash University in Melbourne, have made a significant contribution to Egyptological
research. Scholars from these two institutions have excavated many sites at Giza, Saqqara,
Helwan, Thebes and the Dakhleh Oasis, as well as some provincial sites in Upper Egypt
in the governorates of Sohag, Asyut and Minya. The prompt publication of numerous
excavation reports and analytical studies related to these projects has made their results
readily available to the scholarly community.
With the objective of researching historical periods and problems, Australian Egyptologists
have directed their attention to the excavation and recording of cemetery sites - either whole
cemeteries or important individual tombs - as well as settlement sites. In all cases, their work
has included the detailed recording of architectural features, scenes and inscriptions, as well
as all objects. Special attention is regularly given to the scientific examination of human
remains, to the restoration of the discovered structures and the conservation of scenes
and inscriptions. Some important tombs previously discovered and published have been rerecorded where the earlier publications are now difficult to obtain or were incomplete.
Australian Egyptologists have on many occasions worked in conjunction with the Egyptian
Supreme Council of Antiquities and the University of Suez Canal and are looking forward
to further collaboration with their Egyptian colleagues. Cooperation with scholars from
various European and American universities has regularly enriched the Australian teams to
the great benefit of the projects undertaken.
The present exhibition represents a small sample of the objects discovered by Australian
Egyptologists. But, in addition to the large and small interesting objects recorded in the
course of excavation, or whose significance has been reassessed as a result of the work of
Australian expeditions, many other important finds may be found in their publications. It
gives me great pleasure to introduce the reader to some of these fascinating finds of which
we are particularly proud.
Naguib Kanawati
Professor of Egyptology
Director of the Australian Centre for Egyptology

CORROBOREE:
Gathering together in the spirit of celebration.
The exhibition and one day conference Corroboree celebrates 25 years of archaeological and
philological work conducted in Egypt by Australian-led projects. Although prior to the early
1980s there were many Australians conducting work in Egypt, the past 25 years have seen
a growth in Australian-funded projects and individual participation. As a result, Australian
universities, scholars and students have developed professional relationships and long
standing friendships with our Egyptian colleagues at the Supreme Council of Antiquities.
What follows is a brief description of the development of Australian - Egyptian archaeology
in Egypt.
This anniversary gives us pause not only to consider the work that has been achieved with
our Egyptian counterparts over the past 25 years, but also provides an opportunity to
acknowledge those Australians who worked in Egypt among international projects prior to
the 1980s. The ground work of these people, and especially the scholars celebrated within
this event, has built a partnership here in Egypt that we all hope will continue to develop.
Australians in Egypt: The past 25 years.
The landscape of Australian archaeology in Egypt changed with the appointment in 1980
of Professor Naguib Kanawati to the staff at the then School of History, Philosophy and
Politics at Macquarie University. Naguib Kanawati has the distinction of being the first
person to graduate with a PhD in Egyptology from an Australian university. Since 1982,
Professor Kanawati has conducted work in Egypt with the support of the Supreme Council
of Antiquities. During the 1980s both the Rundle Foundation and the Australian Centre
for Egyptology were established due to his efforts, and as a result Macquarie University
remains a hub of Egyptological work in Australia. Australian students not only have the
opportunity to study and graduate at the highest level in the field of Egyptology but also
to gain valuable field experience working in Egypt. Since 1982, Professor Kanawati has
worked on epigraphic and archaeological projects focusing on the Old Kingdom at elHawawish, Quseir el–Amarna, el–Hagarsa and Deir el-Gebrawi. Since the mid 1990s he
has been working at the cemetery sites of Giza and Saqqara. The Unis and Teti cemeteries
at Saqqara have been an important focus of his work and it is from these tombs that the
objects for Corroboree come.
From 1983, Associate Professor Colin Hope has been working from Monash University
in Melbourne. As co-investigator for the Dakhleh Oasis project, he has been an integral
figure in the development of Australian Egyptology and is the field director of excavations
at Ismant el-Kharab known as ancient Kellis and Mut el-Kharab known as ancient Mothis
in the Dakhleh Oasis. Graduates from Monash University have gone on to contribute
to international archaeological projects throughout Egypt. From 1988-1989 Dr Hope
curated the very successful ‘Gold of the Pharaohs’ exhibition that toured in Queensland,

Western Australia, New South Wales and Victoria. ‘Gold of the Pharaohs’ was the first
major exhibition of Egyptian antiquities to be seen in Australia and held on the occasion
of Australia’s bicentennial celebrations in 1988. Such an exhibition illustrates the warm
relations between Egypt and Australia.
Associate Professor Boyo Ockinga joined the staff of Macquarie University in 1984. In
the same year he commenced work in the region of Sohag, beginning with two Ramesside
tombs at Nag el-Mashayikh, followed by the excavation and recording of a late Dynasty
18 tomb at Awlad Azzaz. In 1991 he initiated a project on the west bank in Luxor at Dra
Abu el-Naga, excavating, recording and conserving New Kingdom tombs (TT 148, TT 233
and TT 147), a project that provides aspiring Australian students with hands-on experience
of epigraphic and archaeological work in Egypt. He is also working in the Teti Pyramid
Cemetery North, within the concession of Professor Naguib Kanawati, excavating and
recording the New Kingdom levels. The work conducted by Boyo Ockinga has concentrated
on poorly preserved and neglected monuments and has brought to light new information
on significant but previously little-known personalities of the New Kingdom such as
Sennedjem, a tutor of Tutankhamun, Amenemone, the Chief Goldsmith of Tutankhamun
or Saroy, a secretary and trusted official of Ramesses II.
Dr Christiana Köhler became a staff member at Macquarie University in 1996 and since
her first year has been recording objects and excavating at the Early Dynastic Cemetery
at Helwan, directly across the river from Saqqara. The Helwan project has, over the past
11 years made a significant contribution to our understanding of the Early Dynastic
period and it’s emergence into the Dynastic age. Australian students have gained valuable
field excavation experience at Helwan and many have gone on to work with the broader
international Egyptological community. In 1999 the Helwan project instigated a field
school for Egyptian trainee inspectors, insuring that an atmosphere of academic and field
cooperation will continue.
Dr Gillian Bowen was appointed as a permanent member of the teaching staff at Monash
University in 1999 after having taught there since 1990. She specializes in the study of
Ptolemaic, Roman and Christian Egypt. Dr Bowen is co-director of the excavations at
Ismant el-Kharab with responsibility for the publication of the Christian monuments, which
she has excavated. She now directs fieldwork at various sites in Dakhleh exploring the
archaeology of early Christianity.
Australians in Egypt: prior to the 1980s.
Egyptian history has held the imagination of Australians since the mid-nineteenth century.
Sir Charles Nicholson, founder and later chancellor of the University of Sydney travelled
through Egypt from 1856-67 collecting Egyptian antiquities which he later donated to
the University’s Nicholson Museum. These objects formed the basis of the first public
display of Ancient Egyptian antiquities in Australia. Among Nicholson’s collection is
the granodiorite torso of a female figure, featured in this exhibition and discussed in this

catalogue. The intriguing story of this statue is an example of the way Australian, Egyptian
and international archaeologists work together to achieve important results.
There are a notable group of men who immigrated to Australia and continued their interest
in Egyptology that has provided Australians the opportunity to experience the ancient
Egyptian culture. Contemporary to Nicholson was the draughtsman Maximilian Weidenbach
who worked in Egypt from 1842 to 1845 with the Prussian scientific expedition led by the
Richard Karl Lepsius. Weidenbach later migrated to Australia and in 1944 a collection of
papers and artefacts owned by Weidenbach were donated to the South Australian Museum.
Among them was a presentation copy of Königsbuch der alten Ägypter signed by Lepsius, as
well as Weidenbach’s hand written diary chronicling his experiences in Egypt while working
with Lepsius. Other artefacts collected by Weidenbach are also on display at the Museum
of Victoria.
Many of the contributors to Australian Egyptology had training with Sir William Mathew
Flinders Petrie and the Egypt Exploration Society (EES). Petrie is considered to be the
father of British Egyptology and has his own family connection with Australia through
his grandfather and namesake Captain Mathew Flinders. Captain Flinders was the first
to circumnavigate Australia between 1801 and 1803, and by his death in 1814, was in fact
instrumental in securing the name Australia for the new colony.
Norman de Garis Davies, originally from England, worked as a draftsman for Petrie and the
EES at the temple of Dendera in 1898. Davies later provided a grant to secure the purchase
of antiquities from Dendera and Amarna, including a head of Nefertiti for the National
Gallery of Victoria. Alan Rowe, another Englishman, resided in Australia between 1914 and
1922. Later, Rowe went on to work in Egypt with the University of Pennsylvania as well
as the Boston-Harvard excavations in Giza. Rowe was responsible for compiling objects
purchased by the Felton Bequest for the National Gallery of Victoria in 1939 notably the
addition of objects from Naga ed-Der and the early Dynasty 12 mummy with coffin of
Tjeby the Elder.
Australian-born archaeologists were working in Egypt by the first half of the 20th Century.
Among them are two notable personalities who were to make their mark on the excavation
field.
Arthur C. Mace was born in Hobart Tasmania in 1874. While still a young man his family
moved to the UK where he was educated at Keble College, Oxford. He had a family
connection to Petrie and was able to join him in Egypt. Mace later helped to set up and direct
the early excavations at Lisht for the Egyptian Expedition of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art, New York. What Mace is best known for though, is his work with Howard Carter in
the tomb of Tutankhamen during the 1920s.
Veronica Seton-Williams was born Melbourne in 1910. Like many Australian’s of that era,
she completed her education in the United Kingdom. At University College London, and

worked on British archaeological sites with the Wheelers (pioneers in the use of a more
scientific and stratigraphic methodology in archaeology). In 1935 she joined Petrie in the
Sinai and from that point gained a reputation for her archaeological work in Egypt, the
Middle East and the Mediterranean. By the 1960s Seton-Williams was directing the Egypt
Exploration Society’s work at Buto / Tell el-Fara’in in the western Delta.
There were many other Australians who after gaining a foundation in Egyptology at Australian
universities subsequently moved abroad to pursue a career in Egyptian Archaeology.
Notable among them is Dr David O’Connor who attended Sydney University, University
College London and Cambridge. O’Connor went on to direct expeditions to Abydos and
Malkata and is now Professor of Ancient Egyptian Art at the Institute of Fine Arts, New
York University. Dr Robert S. Merrillees also left Australia for England in order to obtain
his doctorate at University College London in the mid 1960s. His work on Cypriot pottery
in Egypt remains the authoritative text on the subject as is his publication on the influence
Egypt has had on Australia, ‘Living with Egypt’s Past in Australia.’ Merrillees later joined
the Foreign Service and served as an Australian Ambassador. Dr Lisa Giddy also pursued
a career abroad, having started her studies in Australia, and has gone on to work with many
international projects including the Institut français d’archéologie orientale and the EES,
where she has been co-director of the Memphite project, and a member of the editorial
committee for the Journal of Egyptian Archaeology.
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THE HELWAN PROJECT
E. Christiana Köhler
The large necropolis known today as Helwan is located on the east side of the Nile River,
some 25 km south of Cairo. Thanks to the investigations by Zaki Saad during the 1940s
and 50s, more than 10,000 tombs are known from this site. The current Australian mission,
under the direction of E. Christiana Köhler, has been working here since 1997 and have
started to re-excavate some of Saad’s tombs and re-examine his collection of over 6000
artefacts which until recently have been stored in the Egyptian Museum in Cairo. The
current project has also uncovered more than 150 new graves, dating between Dynasty 1
and Dynasty 4 (c. 3100 – 2600 B.C.E.).
This project aims to excavate these early tombs according to modern scientific standards
and, in doing so, address a range of specific archaeological questions, such as the spatial
distribution of tombs in the cemetery, the precise context, quantity and quality of grave
goods, their exact chronology and typological development. This will contribute to a
better understanding of the burial customs and social structure of this period. Helwan
was the main necropolis for Egypt’s then capital Memphis, and it thus reflects on the social
organization of Egyptian society at a time when the Egyptian state was in the process of
formation. Another important set of topics for this current project are the economy and
bio-archaeology of the early inhabitants of Memphis, their human remains, subsistence,
health, pathology, diet and nutrition.
To date, the careful excavation of the tombs has produced a detailed archaeological record
of the history of deposition and taphonomy of features and finds, including information
pertaining to later disturbances such as ancient robbing and re-use, but also a comprehensive
catalogue of the human remains, large quantities of complete and fragmentary pottery
vessels, as well as more than 1600 new and diagnostic small finds, which allow for a firmer
chronological sequence of early tomb architecture and material culture.
Thanks to the on-going support of the Supreme Council of Antiquities in Egypt, and
funding from the Australian Research Council, Macquarie University in Sydney and the
Institute for Bio-Archaeology in San Francisco, the Australian mission has been able to
conduct this fieldwork and, importantly, to establish the Facility for Archaeological Research
at Helwan (FARAH) which has significantly improved working and storage conditions on
site. The archaeological site is now surrounded by a solid wall which helps to protect this
significant necropolis and its archaeological remains from urban sprawl, and improves site
conservation and management.

View of the Helwan cemetery showing the newly built wall that now protects the site.

Christiana Köhler recording the interior of a subterranean Early Dynastic tomb at
Helwan.

THE TETI CEMETERY PROJECT
Naguib Kanawati
King Teti founded Dynasty 6 in approximately 2345 B.C.E., and his reign represents one of
the most fascinating periods of Egyptian history. Although he adopted the name Seheteptawy
‘One who pacifies the two lands’, evidence suggests that his reign was not entirely peaceful.
He came to the throne by marrying the daughter of his predecessor, Wenis, but that was
apparently not without opposition from the top officials. The data collected from his
cemetery at Saqqara suggests that Teti’s life ended violently, supporting the claim made
by the Egyptian historian, Manetho, that the king was assassinated. But Teti’s reign also
represents a peak in Egyptian art and architecture with the tombs of his higher officials
showing an unprecedented level of wealth and originality.
To document this important period, the Egyptian Supreme Council of Antiquities, the
University of Suez Canal, and the Australian Centre for Egyptology are recording or rerecording some of the previously discovered tombs to the north of Teti’s Pyramid, such as
those of Neferseshemre, Ankhmahor, Mereruka, Nikauisesi, Shepsipuptah, Seankhuiptah,
Hesi, Nedjetempet, Inumin and Remni. At the same time excavations are continuing further
to the north with the aim of re-examining Teti’s reign based on maximum evidence. This
project has so far resulted in the publication of nine monographs and is still in progress.
It now appears that Teti, perhaps for political or religious reasons, wanted to position his
pyramid and cemetery in close proximity and in one line with the pyramids of Djoser,
Weserkaf and Wenis. The excavations to the west, and in the north-west corner, of the Teti
cemetery prove that Teti positioned his cemetery in a rather restricted area, immediately
adjacent to the already existing Dynasty 5 mastabas. Thus the tomb of Kahay, which contains
five wooden statues, clearly predates Teti, while the nearby tomb of Meri and his wife Bebty
belongs to Teti’s reign or later. The double statue of Meri and Bebty is a beautiful piece of
sculpture and is in excellent condition.
Some time after Teti’s reign the cemetery was mostly robbed, then neglected, with sand and
debris accumulating on top of the Old Kingdom mastabas. In the New Kingdom a layer
of compacted rubble was added, on which new mastabas were built, mostly of mud brick
with decorated stone elements, but these were soon abandoned and covered with sand and
debris. Throughout the excavations, burials of individuals who were of relatively modest
status were discovered. In the upper stratum the coffins with the beaded mummies, possibly
belonging to the Late Egyptian Period, were found. These well preserved beaded overlays
are fine examples of this genre of Egyptian art in the Late Period. However, other burials
of different periods were also uncovered.
The fieldwork in the Teti cemetery has been extremely rewarding and has yielded important
archaeological data, which will enrich research for generations to come.

View of the excavation to the north of Teti’s Pyramid, Saqqara. The mastabas of Mereruka
and Kagemni are in the foreground.

Naguib Kanawati with one of the Late Period
mummies found in the Teti cemetery, Saqqara.

MACQUARIE THEBAN TOMBS PROJECT:
DRA ABU EL NAGA
Boyo Ockinga
In the necropolis of Dra Abu el Naga the Australian Centre for Egyptology has been
contributing to the work of recording and preserving some of the decorated tombs of New
Kingdom Thebes, as well as publishing the data they contain, since 1991. Work has been
conducted in three tombs ranging in date from the 18th to the 20th Dynasties.
The large tomb constructed for the third prophet of Amun Amenemope (TT 148) had
attracted the attention of such well-known scholars as Černý, Gardiner, Gaballa and
Kitchen, but apart from the epigraphic work done by the latter two, little was published and
no comprehensive archaeological work had been done before we began our project. Our
work has recovered significant new data on various aspects of the tomb – its architecture
is better understood, with evidence of a courtyard with porticos and pylon gateway being
discovered; new prosopographical data on the tomb owner and his family was found
(Ockinga 1993, 1994) and the significance of aspects of its religious iconography has been
recognised (Ockinga 2006).
The tomb of Saroy (TT 233) had long been overlooked by scholars, largely because of
its ruinous and dangerous state of preservation, as well as the seeming insignificance
of its owner. Our substantial investment of time and resources, which also included
reconstructing its chapel, produced rich rewards in the form of new data on all aspects of
the tomb. Its relationship to the neighbouring tomb could be established, as well as the
design of its courtyard, pylon gateway, chapel and burial apartments. Most notably, the date
and significance of its owner could be determined, turning out to be a trusted official of
Ramesses II who was honoured with two statues in Amun’s Karnak temple (Ockinga 2000,
2002b). Furthermore, it could be established that the tomb chapel was also decorated for
Saroy’s son and assistant, Amenhotep / Huy. Fascinating data on the history of the usage
of the tomb, including tomb robbers’ activities, were also recovered (Ockinga 2007).
Like many other Theban tombs, TT 147 had been badly affected by smoke and tar at some
stage in its history, obscuring its wall paintings, making it unattractive to scholars. Being
the tomb of officials associated with the temple and estates of Amun, it had also suffered
at the hands of the Atenists, who had erased their names and all references to Amun. The
Australian Centre for Egyptology, in conjunction with the Supreme Council of Antiquities,
has been able to clean the tomb’s walls, revealing their brightly painted scenes, typical of
the reign of Amenhotep III, a date confirmed by pottery finds. The newly cleaned wall
decoration has revealed that the tomb was decorated for two men, one of whom could be
identified as a Counter of the Cattle of Amun, Neferrenpet, on the basis of the funerary
cones that were recovered during excavation (Ockinga 2004).

View of Dra Abu el Naga with Theban Tomb 147 pictured in the centre.

Boyo Ockinga during epigraphic recording and conservation in Theban Tomb 147.

MUT EL-KHARAB
Colin A. Hope
The site of Mut el-Kharab is situated in the south-central region of Dakhleh Oasis and has
been under investigation since 2000 by a Monash University team on behalf of the Dakhleh
Oasis Project. The site lies on the southern edge of the modern capital of Dakhleh,
surrounded by recent urban and agricultural development, upon an ancient spring mound.
Surrounding the main mound are other sites to the north and north-west containing
cemeteries of various periods from Dynasty 26 onwards.
The site comprises a massive temenos enclosure measuring 240 x 180m with mud-brick
walls up to 8m thick and still standing 6m in height in one place. Within the enclosure the
remains of various mud-brick structures survive, randomly located and with various degrees
of preservation. Roughly in the north centre is a large depression which, following testing
in 1982, was identified as the location of a sandstone temple.
The recent excavations have focused upon the area of the temple and within the north-west
and south-east of the temenos. The temple is poorly preserved, the construction date of
the surviving sections is likely to be within the Late Period; it is situated upon a bed of clean
yellow sand over a dense layer of potsherds of mostly Dynasty 25 date and earlier back
to the New Kingdom. Below the sherd layer are deposits extending back to the late Old
Kingdom; the earliest material discovered includes some sherds of Dynasty 2 and material
of the indigenous Sheikh Muftah Unit who occupied Dakhleh before its annexation by the
Nile Valley Egyptians. Decorated and inscribed blocks found amongst the debris indicate a
long building history. Large numbers of ostraka of a similar date range have also been found
documenting administrative, economic and religious activity.
The principal god venerated there was Seth, Lord of the Oasis; his cult at the site has been
known since the late nineteenth century when two stelae were acquired there, one dating
to Dynasty 21 and the other to Dynasty 25. He may have been venerated in Dakhleh since
the Old Kingdom. Other gods venerated at the site include Atum, Ra-Horakhty, AmunRe, Osiris, Isis and Horus. Amongst a variety of small finds, a cache of plaster moulds for
making inlays for an over-life-size image of Seth in the form of a falcon-headed winged
figure are of particular significance.
The ancillary buildings investigated document domestic activity within the Late Period.
At the south-east corner extensive deposits of Ptolemaic Period pottery have been found
associated with several large building complexes. Throughout the site there is ample evidence
for continued occupation during the Roman Period, when it was the nome (or regional)
capital; the late Roman Period, when there is evidence for the existence of a church at the
site and it was probably the seat of a bishop; and into the Mamluk Period. It is apparent that
Mut el-Kharab is one of the longest occupied sites in the entire Western Desert, that it was
probably a capital of Dakhleh from at least the late New Kingdom onwards, and that the
on-going excavations will enable a far more detailed and nuanced understanding of Dakhleh
and its interaction with the Nile Valley.

View of Mut el-Kharab prior to excavations.

Colin Hope with Gillian Bowen at Ismant el-Kharab.

ISMANT EL-KHARAB, ANCIENT KELLIS
Gillian E. Bowen
Ismant el-Kharab is the site of ancient Kellis, a Roman Period village in Egypt’s Dakhleh
Oasis. The site, which is approximately one kilometre square, is exceptionally well-preserved
with some of the mud-brick walls standing to a height of eight meters above the sand. The
village was occupied from the late Ptolemaic Period and was abandoned at the end of the
fourth century; it spans the transitional years between paganism and Christianity and gives a
window into life in an Egyptian village in the first four centuries of the Common Era.
The earliest structure explored at the site is the Main Temple, located in the western sector
of the village. It was dedicated to Tutu, his mother Neith and his consort Tapshay and is
the only known temple of this god. The temple and its four associated shrines combine
pharaonic and classical style architecture and decoration. The temple complex and its
ancillary buildings occupy a sizeable portion of the village and were operational by the
reign of Nero. In the early fourth century the residents converted a formal structure on the
south of the village into a place for Christian worship (the Small East Church), and within
a few years, the Christian community had expanded to such an extent that a purpose-built
basilica was constructed (the Large East Church). By the mid-fourth century, the temple of
Tutu had been abandoned and was appropriated by squatters. During the latter part of the
century, another church, (the West Church) with an associated cemetery was built on the
north-west periphery of the site.
The early residential areas were to the north and north-east of the village. This indicates
that the village developed in a ribbon pattern, rather than clustered around the temple. The
domestic structures to the north-east were occupied during the second and third centuries.
The residences to the north are of a similar date although it is clear that they belonged to
the elite members of the Kellis community. One structure has in excess of 200 rooms, and
was at least two storeys high with elaborate wall paintings. Towards the end of the third
century, the focus of the residential sectors shifted to the centre of the village, immediately
to the east of the temple. Five houses in this sector have been excavated and from the vast
quantities of artefactual and papyrological material, it can be shown that the residents were
Christian: some were what would later be termed `orthodox’ and others were members
of the persecuted group, the Manichaeans. The wealth of documents retrieved from the
structures includes the usual contracts and accounts but also classical texts, prayers, and
private letters. They indicate that the residents were in frequent contact with the Nile Valley,
especially Antinöpolis. The formal documents were written in Greek and the private letters
in Coptic; these comprise the earliest collection of private Coptic letters to be found.
The pagan elite were mummified and buried in mud-brick mausolea to the north and south
of the village. The less wealthy were buried in rock-cut tombs in the nearby plateau to
the north-west. By the late third century burial practices changed and a large cemetery
comprising circa 4000 pit graves was begun on the north-east of the village. The orientation
of the bodies, with heads uniformly to the west, identify them as Christian and are evidence
that, by the time the village was abandoned, Kellis was Christianized.

View of Ismant el-Kharab and the Main Temple.

Ismant el-Kharab, two books in situ.

TORSO OF AN EGYPTIAN GODDESS
Karin Sowada
Many statues of deities were displayed in the precincts of Egypt’s temples. This smaller
than life-size piece represents a goddess, which could be Isis, Hathor or Mut, the consort
of Amun. The statue is carved from granodiorite, a hard igneous rock, and the surface is
polished to a light sheen. The complete statue was a seated figure with hands resting on
the thighs, supported by a back pillar. What remains of the statue is uninscribed and the
whereabouts of the base is not known.
The goddess wears a headdress consisting of a modius and sun-disk with cow’s horns (now
broken), typical of female deities from the New Kingdom. In ancient times the headdress
may have been fully or partially covered with gold foil, thus accentuating the dark stone.
Her dress is likewise only known from female deities of the period. The carving of the
lidded, almond-shaped eyes and full mouth, along with the sensual, naturalistic rendering
of the belly and heavy breasts, identifies the statue as a product of workshops dating to the
immediate post-Amarna Period (c. 1336-1295 B.C.E.).
During the iconoclastic reign of King Akhenaten (c. 1352-1336 B.C.E.), many statues of
deities associated with the cult of Amun were destroyed. During the restoration of religious
order that followed, numerous statues of gods belonging to the traditional pantheon were
made to replace those that were lost. Dr Marianne Eaton Krauss believes that this statue
was originally carved for the mortuary temple of Tutankhamun, under whom the religious
restoration was begun. The temple was later demolished by King Horemheb, and the
statuary transferred to Karnak.
The statue in Cairo features the original head that was discovered by Georges Legrain at
the precincts of the Ptah Temple at Karnak in 1900. However, the torso is a cast of the
original which is on display in the Nicholson Museum at the University of Sydney, Australia.
The torso was acquired by the university through the benefaction of Sir Charles Nicholson,
after whom the museum is named. In 1856-7, he travelled to Egypt to visit sites, study the
monuments and acquire antiquities. Nicholson went to Luxor and obtained a number of
objects from dealers or on his own account. Until recently, nothing was known about the
provenance of the torso, although its dating to the post-Amarna Period was certain on
iconographic grounds.
The head and torso remained separated until Dr W. Raymond Johnson, Director of the
Oriental Institute Epigraphic Survey (University of Chicago), discovered the join in 1996.
Having never seen the torso but familiar with the original head in Cairo, Dr Johnson proposed
that the two pieces belonged to the same statue, although they were now on opposite sides
of the world. In a gesture of international co-operation, Dr Mohamed Saleh, Director of
the Egyptian Museum, and Dr Karin Sowada of the Nicholson Museum, arranged to swap
casts of their respective sections, so that the statues could be displayed in a more complete
form. In 1998, this was triumphantly completed in both cities with the support of each
museum, Australian and Egyptian diplomatic missions, and private sponsors.

Torso of an Egyptian goddess
Granodiorite
Combined height. 82cm.
Egyptian Museum CG 38888 / JE 34607
Late Dynasty 18 (c. 1336-1295 B.C.E.)

THE OBJECTS

1.

Stele of Hyt
Limestone
H. 23cm. W. 54cm. Th. 5.5cm.
Helwan, Operation 4 / Tomb 19
Exc. inv. no. S01 – 36
Mid Dynasty 2 (c.2800 B.C.E.)

This limestone stela is one of three such relief slabs found during the 2001/02 season in
a secondary context at the bottom of the robbers’ tunnel to tomb Op.4/19. The central
panel shows an offering scene and a female tomb owner called ¡jt or Hyt. Its original
position would have been above the false door of a mud brick mastaba forming part of
the ritual space where mortuary offerings were presented and where the tomb owner was
remembered.
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2.

Commodity label
Bone
H. 3.5cm. W. 3.4cm. Th. 0.35cm.
Helwan, Operation 4 / Tomb 91
Exc. inv. no. S05 – 130
Late Dynasty 1 (c.2900 B.C.E.)

This small bone label was found at the bottom of a large tomb pit. Its inscription informs
us that it was once attached to a container filled with Setji-wer oil that may have been inventoried under the supervision of an official, whose name and titles are also listed, during
a year when the festival of the Maaty bark was celebrated. Interestingly, it is more usually
the case that we find royal names on commodity lists.

Cat. no. 1

Cat. no. 2

3.

Wine jar with Serekh detail
Fired Nile silt
H. 64cm. Rim D. 17cm. Max D. 22cm.
Helwan, Saad exc. inv. no. 257.H.8
Box no. 37. inventory no. 2450
Macquarie Uni. project no. EM00 - 87
Naqada IIIB (c.3200 B.C.E.)

This storage vessel was found by Zaki Saad in tomb 257.H.8 and may have originally served
as a container for wine. On its side it bears the name of a proto-dynastic ruler, Horus NjNjt, whose territory was possibly in the north-western Nile Delta. This ruler pre-dates the
kings of Dynasty 1 of Abydos and helps in our understanding of the time period prior to
the unification of Egypt.
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Cat. no. 3 (detail)

Cat. no. 3

4.

Cylinder seal
Grey steatite
H. 3.1cm. Diam. 1cm.
Helwan, Saad exc. inv. no. 160.H.3
Cairo JE 87518
Macquarie Uni. project no. EM97 - 18
Date Dynasty 0/Naqada IIIB (c.3200 B.C.E.)

Such engraved stone cylinders were used to seal the mud placed over knots of string or
vessel necks in order to prevent tampering of the commodities stored therein. This particular seal was found by Saad in tomb 160.H.3 and bears the serekh, or Horus name, of a
Dynasty 0 ruler from Abydos. It suggests that the inhabitants of proto-dynastic Memphis
had contacts of an administrative nature with the early rulers at Abydos, who would later
unify Egypt.
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5.

Plaque of Neith-Hotep
Ivory
H. 6.8cm. W. 5.7cm. Th. 0.4cm.
Helwan, Saad exc. inv. no. 728.H.5
Box no. 3. inventory no. 224
Macquarie Uni. project no. EM00 - 118
Early Dynasty 1 (c.3100 B.C.E.)

Originally rectangular, this ivory plaque was found by Saad in tomb 728.H.5. Its upper part
shows the head of a female as well as what could be her name, Hetep-Njt or Neith-Hotep,
who was buried in Upper Egypt at Naqada. Neith-Hotep was probably the wife of King
Narmer, who was the first King of Egypt, and thus she may have been the first First Lady
of Egypt.
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Cat. no. 4 (line drawing)

Cat. no. 4
Cat. no. 4 (impression)

Cat. no. 5

6.

Statue of Meri and Bebyt
Limestone
H. 75cm. Max W. 33cm.
Saqqara, Teti Cemetery
Dynasty 6 (c.2450-2300 B.C.E.)

This beautiful piece of sculpture was embedded in the west wall of a mud-brick chapel in
the north-west corner of the Teti Cemetery. It represents the tomb owner, Meri, who held
the titles “acquaintance of the king, overseer of four (crewmen) of the boat and tutor of the
king”, together with his wife the “acquaintance of the king”, Bebty. It is uncertain whether
the tomb belongs to the early Dynasty 6 or to the end of the Fifth; the latter would date it
to a period before the inauguration of the Teti Cemetery itself.
It is interesting that like many husbands and wives of the Fifth and early Sixth Dynasties,
Meri represented his wife of equal size to him without observing the natural difference in
height between males and females. It is noticed that as the Dynasty 6 progressed wives were
more often shown at a smaller scale.
Both individuals wear long wigs and while Meri is dressed in a short kilt, Bebty wears the
traditional long, tight dress. As is customary the male skin was painted in a brown colour,
and although females were painted in a light colour, there is no evidence of colour on
Bebyt’s skin.

Cat. no. 6

7.

Door panel from the tomb of Awi
Wood
W. 93cm. H. 36cm.
Saqqara, Teti Cemetery
Dynasty 5 (c.2494-2345 B.C.E.)

8.

Drum from the tomb of Awi
Wood
W. 36cm. D. 12cm.
Saqqara, Teti Cemetery
Dynasty 5 (c.2494-2345 B.C.E.)

The mud-brick tomb of Awi is adjacent to the north-west corner of the Teti Cemetery and
accordingly marks the limit of the cemetery in this direction. Built into the west wall of the
chapel is a mud-brick niche/false door with an inscribed wooden panel and drum. The panel
shows the tomb owner and his wife seated at an offering table. He is described as “the chief
of the town, Awi”, while she is designated as “the lady, Wehat”.
9.

Tassels from the tomb of Nikauisesi
Gold and carnelian
Tassels - H. 3.2cm. D. 1.6cm.
Beads - L. 1.6cm. D. 0.7cm.
Saqqara, Teti Cemetery
Dynasty 6, reign of Teti (c.2345-2323 B.C.E.)

Three cylindrical tassels of smoothly finished beaten gold sheets closed at one end with a
small suspension loop. There is no evidence of joins. Each tassel was accompanied by a
barrel-shaped bead of polished carnelian, pierced longitudinally. Similar tassels, suspended
from the tomb owner’s belt, are shown in wall scenes.
10.

Pendant from the tomb of Nikauisesi
Gold and lapis lazuli
L. 3.2cm. W. 0.8cm.
Saqqara, Teti Cemetery
Dynasty 6, reign of Teti (c.2345-2323 B.C.E.)

This flat, decorative oval pendant of gold and lapis lazuli has a loop for suspension at either
end. The reverse is a plain gold surface. Inlaid on the front are three pieces of lapis lazuli
separated by thin gold sections to form what may have been a beetle. The surface of the
lapis is worn. The pendant was also accompanied by a tubular gold bead and both probably
formed parts of a collar.
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Cat. no. 7
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Cat. no. 10
Cat. no. 9

11.

Mummy and coffin
Painted wood
L. 199cm. Max W. 60cm.
Saqqara, Teti Cemetery
Dynasty 26 (c.664-525 B.C.E.)

Discovered in the north-west corner of the Teti Cemetery and in the vicinity of two other
coffins, this beautiful wooden anthropoid coffin belongs to a male and is in an excellent
state of preservation. It is decorated and inscribed with funerary formulae in white paint on
a dark background.
The mummy was heavily bandaged then covered with a beaded overlay showing the facial
details, a collar, a winged scarab, the sky goddess and the four Sons of Horus. The overlay
was wrapped with bands to keep it in place.
It is interesting that in another of the three coffins, unusually the artist tried to imitate the
beaded work with his paint brush. The three coffins perhaps belong to members of the
same family.

Cat. no. 11

Cat. no. 11

12.

Ptah – Osiris: found with coffin
Painted wood
Preserved H. 33cm.
Saqqara, Teti Cemetery
Dynasty 26 (c.664-525 B.C.E.)

Two Memphite gods, Ptah and Sokar, merged late in the Old Kingdom into one deity PtahSokar, and were later associated with Osiris to create the god Ptah-Sokar-Osiris. The image
of this god was included among the funerary equipment during the Late Period, as is the case
with the coffin found in the Teti cemetery. When complete the image appears as a wooden
statuette of a mummified human figure with ram’s horns, a sun disk and the plumed atef
crown. The figure is usually shown standing on a box, which sometimes contains sections
of the Book of the Dead.

13.

Mummification remains: found with coffin
Painted wood, linen and salt
H. 24cm.
Saqqara, Teti Cemetery
Dynasty 26 (c.664-525 B.C.E.)

This wooden box with a lid on which a small carved falcon stands accompanied the coffin
which is on display. It contained small linen bags holding a white substance which may
be natron salt. It is possible that it contained the dried body fluids resulting from the
mummification process, so that nothing that came out of the body was discarded.

Cat. no. 12

Cat. no. 13

14.

‘Sakhmet’ block from the tomb of Amenemone
Limestone
H. 120cm. W. 80cm.
Thebes
Egyptian Museum TR 5.7.24.15. / SR 4/11975
Dynasty 18 (c.1366-1327 B.C.E.)

This block, from the Saqqara tomb of the king’s ‘Chief Goldsmith and Overseer of
Craftsman’, Amenemone shows him and his family worshipping Sakhmet. The analysis of
data from the tomb indicates that the king Amenemone served was Tutankhamun, thus he
will have been involved in the production of the famous treasures from the king’s tomb.
Amenemone’s tomb was rediscovered by the Australian Centre for Egyptology, enabling the
original location of the block in the tomb to be confirmed – it stood in the central shrine of
the chapel, to the left of the stele (see Cat. no. 15). The goddess Sakhmet was the consort
of Ptah, the chief god of Memphis and god of craftsmen. Her name means “the Powerful
One” and she is represented as a lioness. The sun-disk on her head points to her character
as eye of the sun.
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Cat. no. 14

15.

Stele of Amenemone
Limestone
H. 149cm. W. 109cm. Th. 15cm.
Saqqara
Egyptian Museum TR 10.6.24.8 / SR 4/11732
Dynasty 18 (c.1366-1327 B.C.E.)

This stele formed the focal point of the funerary cult of the Chief Goldsmith Amenemone
and was originally situated against the west wall of the central chapel of his tomb in the
Teti Pyramid Cemetery. Its exact location could be clearly demonstrated from a plaster
impression left by the stele on the floor of the chapel, which was rediscovered by the
Macquarie University project in Saqqara. As often seen on late Dynasty 18 stelae, the top
register has a double scene of the couple worshipping Osiris (left) and Re-Harakhte (right),
the two deities who merged into one in the course of the sun-god’s journey through the
netherworld, bringing about the rejuvenation of the sun-god, a process which the deceased
also wished to undergo after death. In the lower register Amenemone and Tahesyt receive
offerings from their children. The offering of papyrus, with its connotations of “flourishing,
being fresh”, and the open water-lilies, symbols of the new-born sun-god, emphasise the
reborn, rejuvenated aspect of the sun-god. The detailed carving of the jewellery worn by
the deitites reflects the professional interest of Amenemone, who was the chief goldsmith
of Tutankhamen.
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Cat. no. 15

16.

Statue of Saroy
Granite
H. 58cm. W. 30cm. Th. 35cm.
Karnak cachette
Egyptian Museum JE 36655 / CG 42168
Dynasty 19 (c.1279-1213 B.C.E.)

The work of the Australian Centre for Egyptology in TT 233 at Dra Abu el Naga enables
us to identify that the owner of the tomb, Saroy, is also the owner of this Standard-Bearer
statue, discovered in the Karnak cachette in 1904-05. Texts in the tomb and data provided
by the statue indicate that Saroy was a trusted official of Ramesses II, whose cartouche
appears on Saroy’s shoulder. He wears a double-stranded gold necklace of lenticular beads,
the so-called shebiu-collar, which was a special award given by the king to deserving officials.
On his chest rests a Bat-amulet that also indicates that the wearer had close dealings with
the king.
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Cat. no. 16

17.

Funerary cone
Fired clay
L. 27.5cm. Max D. 8.1cm.
Exc. inv. no. TT 147:94c
Thebes, Dra Abu el Naga
Dynasty 18 (c.1550-1295 B.C.E.)

Funerary cone from the forecourt of TT 147 (Davies & Macadam no. 464). The text
impressed into the clay before the cone was fired reads “The wab-priest of Amun and
Counter of the Cattle of Amun Neferrenpet, justified before the great god”. Such cones
were embedded in rows above the entrance of tomb chapels and are thought to imitate the
ends of logs used to construct the flat roof of a house. Twenty seven cones impressed with
the name and titles of Neferrenpet were found in the tomb complex (Davies & Macadam
464 and 459). Since everywhere in the tomb’s inscriptions the name of the tomb owner, as
well as all references to Amun in his titles, were erased or excised in the Amarna Period,
the information provided by the cones made it possible to interpret surviving traces of the
name in the tomb and positively identify its owner as Neferrenpet.
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18.

Shabti from the tomb of Saroy
Fired Nile silt, mould made
H. 13.1cm.
Exc. inv. no. TT 233:405
Thebes, Dra Abu el Naga
Dynasty 19 (c.1279-1213 B.C.E.)

19.

Shabti from the tomb of Saroy
Blue glazed steatite
H. 7.8cm.
Exc. inv. no. TT 233:398
Thebes, Dra Abu el Naga
Dynasty 19 (c.1279-1213 B.C.E.)

Both Shabtis (funerary figurines used for corvée labour in the afterlife) were found in the
tomb of Saroy who was an official who served under Ramesses II. Cat. no. 18 represents
the “dress of the living”, a form introduced in the late Dynasty 18. The lower part of Cat.
no. 19 is inscribed with the name and some of the titles (“Royal Scribe of the offering table
of the Lord of the Two Lands” and “Overseer of hunters of Amun”) of Saroy.
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20.

Amulet from the tomb of Saroy
Blue faience
H. 1.6 cm.
Exc. inv. no. TT 233:126
Thebes, Dra Abu el Naga
Dynasty 19 (c.1279-1213 B.C.E.)

Cat. no. 20 is an amulet in the form of a baboon, representing Thoth, the god of writing and
hieroglyph used in the writing of the word “love”. The reverse
wisdom, seated on the
bears the incised images of the gods Ptah, Amun and Re (left to right), the Ramesside triad
who represent the three aspects by which the deity is revealed – image, name and cosmic
manifestation.

Cat. no. 19
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Cat. no. 20 (both sides)

21.

Shabti for Aadjedet-aa
White faience with painted decoration
H. 5.5cm.
Exc. inv. no. TT 148:14
Thebes, Dra Abu el Naga
Dynasty 20 (c.1153-1147 B.C.E.)

22.

Shabti for Tjanefer
Fired Nile silt, mould made with painted decoration applied after firing
H. 13cm.
Exc. inv. no. TT 148:17
Thebes, Dra Abu el Naga
Dynasty 20 (c.1153-1147 B.C.E.)

23.

Shabti for Tjanefer
Fired Nile silt, mould made with painted decoration applied after firing
H. 9cm.
Exc. inv. no. TT 148:31
Thebes, Dra Abu el Naga
Dynasty 20 (c.1153-1147 B.C.E.)

All three shabtis were found in the tomb of Amenemope (TT 148) although they do not
belong to him. Cat. no. 21 belongs to his mother-in-law Aadjedet-aa shown here in the
“dress of the living”. She was head of the musicians of Amun and wife of the High Priest
of Amun, Ramessesnakht, who served during the reign of Ramesses IV. Cat. no. 22 was
found in the main burial chamber of tomb TT 148 and represents the shabti of Tjanefer in
the “dress of the living”. Cat. no. 23 was found in the main burial passage of tomb TT 148
and represents a worker shabti of Tjanefer. The presence in TT 148 of a large number of
shabtis inscribed with the name of Tjanefer, worker shabtis as well as shabtis in the “dress
of the living”, along with the provision for several major interments made in the tomb,
suggest that Tjanefer’s burial may have been relocated to TT 148 after his own tomb had
been desecrated. The latter event is recorded in the tomb robbery papyri (pBM 10054 recto
I, 3 ff.).
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24.

Gladiator jug
Pale green and dark green glass; blown, handle drawn and applied after the
application of enamelled/cold painted decoration.
H. 26.1cm. Max D. 9cm.
Exc. inv. no.31/420-D6-1/D/7/0/4
Dakhleh, Ismant el-Kharab
Roman Period (c. 4th Century C.E.)

This jug was found along with six other glass vessels as part of two caches found against the
north wall of an enclosure that contains the remains of the fourth century West Church and
its annex at Ismant el-Kharab. No association with any of these structures could be proven.
This painted jug is without doubt, one of the most spectacular pieces of glassware of the
Late Roman Period to have been found in Egypt. It is decorated in enamelled technique
with two scenes of combatant gladiators, one encouraged to fight harder by a figure clad
in a toga and wielding a stick. The gladiators can be identified as a retiarius (net thrower)
and contra-retiarius by the equipment they use and their garments. These are shown in such
detail that there can be no doubt that the painter of the vessel had either seen gladiatorial
combat or was producing such items from pattern books as momentos for those who had
attended the games. To date, there is only evidence for the performance of such combats in
Alexandria, where a gladiatorial training school is known to have existed. Therefore we can
assume that the jug was manufactured in the capital – but the circumstances surrounding its
arrival at Kellis, 1000 km distant, can only be the subject of speculation.
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25.

Head shaped bottle of a youth
Pale green glass
H. 19.8cm x max D. 9cm.
Exc. inv. no.31/420-D6-1/D/7/0/3
Dakhleh, Ismant el-Kharab
Roman Period (c.4th Century C.E.)

This bottle is mould-made in two sections and luted together. The face recalls that of a
child with short curly hair, a possible representation of either Dionysus or Eros. The head
was mould blown and the lower part free blown. It was found with string wound around the
foot and the neck of the vessel and contained a residue of pine, cedar or fir resin.
26.

Two handled flagon with fluted body
Pale green and darker green glass
H. 27.6cm. Max D. 14.1cm
Exc. inv. no.31/420-D6-1/D/7/0/6
Dakhleh, Ismant el-Kharab
Roman Period (c.4th Century C.E.)

This flagon was mould blown; the oblique striations across the body were produced by optic
blowing. Both handles were formed by the technique of drawing out the hot glass then
applying them to the vessel. The string wound around the base of the neck would have
been attached to a stopper. Of the glass cache, it is possible that some of the vessels were
made at the site, although it is probable that the more elaborate pieces were imported.
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27.

Double ring
28.
Gold, blue glass, clear glass
D. various
Cairo JE 98665
Dakhleh, Ismant el-Kharab
Roman Period (c.3rd century C.E.)

29.

Ring
Gold and green stone
D. various
Cairo JE 98662
Dakhleh, Ismant el Kharab
Roman Period (c.3rd century C.E.)

Ring
Gold and carnelian
D. various
Cairo JE 98663
Dakhleh, Ismant el Kharab
Roman Period (c.3rd century C.E.)

The rings on display were all found in a large classical-style tomb in the same western
enclosure as that in which the glass vessels were discovered. The subterranean chamber
housed the bodies of eleven individuals of differing ages, elaborately wrapped in linen, and
accompanied by some grave goods: a woven basket, some glass vessels, ceramic vessels, a
pair of miniature lead sandals, a child’s bed, a section from a wooden pulley and a board
to which the bodies could have been attached when they were lowered into the tomb.
Evidence indicates a date for their interment in the third century.
The rings comprise one double ring with glass stones, one with a carnelian stone engraved
with a detailed representation of a coiffured female head and another with green stone
preserving traces of an engraved male head. The latter has clearly seen considerable use
while the former comprises a stone within a later setting.
30.

Bronze statue of Hermes
Bronze
H. 15cm.
Cairo JE 97633
Dakhleh, Ismant el Kharab
Roman Period (not later than the 4th Century C.E.)

Bronze figures are extremely scarce at this site. So far only four have been discovered: one
of the goddess Tapshay (Tapsais), the consort of Tutu, who was venerated in the Main
Temple and who is represented in Egyptian form; another small unidentifiable figure; a
female in classical style holding aloft a small vessel that may be part of a larger composition;
and this piece. This statue is in the classical style and represents Hermes, the messenger of
the gods, and illustrates the veneration of Greek deities at the village.
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31.

Fragmentary Stela of a priest of Seth named Igai
Sandstone
H. 56cm. W. 80cm. Th. 20.5cm.
Cairo JE 52478
Dakhleh, Mut el-Kharab
Dynasties 22-23 (c.945-715 B.C.E.)

This sandstone block contains nine lines written in cursive hieroglyphs. There would have
been a relief on the upper part of the stela although this is missing, along with at least two
lines from the beginning of the text. This stela provides important evidence for the cults
of the gods Seth and Igai in the oasis. The owner was a “priest of Seth of the house of
Igai”, suggesting the presence of a hitherto unidentified temple dedicated to Igai at Mut.
Interestingly it indicates a strong connection between the cults of Seth and Igai as both
gods carry the title of “Lord of the Oasis.” The cult of Igai is mentioned in Old Kingdom
sources from Balat, but there is no other mention of the god in Dakhleh from later times
except for this stela. The cult of Seth was centred on this temple in Mut, where blocks with
relief and inscriptions have been found dating to the reign of Thutmosis III and later. Seth
continued to be the principal god of Dakhleh into the Roman Period.
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