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Macquarie University Concession at Saqqara

As reported in the last Newsletter, Macquarj-e University obtained a

Concession to excavate a large area at Saqqara to the NW of the

pyrarn id  o f  K ing  Tet i  founder  o f  Dynasty  V l  (c ,  2345 B.C. ) .

The topography of the area usually decided the type of tornbs bui l t

in Ancient Egypt. The presence of r idges of mountains on both sides

of the Nile val ley made i t  possible for the ancient Egyptians ro

excavate their tombs into the rock in the provinces of Upper Egypt,

as in the case of El-Hawawish.

The s i tua t ion  is  comple te ly  d i f fe ren t  a t  Saqqara  where  the  lack  o f

mountains resulted in the tombs being constructed with stone or mud-

br ick .  These are  ca11ed 'mastabas '  .
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The p ic tu re  on  page 1  shows the  na ture  o f  the  area ,  w i th  sand dunes
comple te ly  cover ing  the  ex is t ing  mastabas .  The photograph arso
shows the  pre l im inar :y  excavat ions  be ing  car r ied  ou t  by  the  *acquar ie
Eeam.

rn a short period during rate January and early February the team
succeeded in  d iscover ing  one o f  the  bes t  p reserved,  mud_br ick
mastabas  so  fa r  found in  Egypt .  r t  i s  as ton ish ing  tha t  the  wa l1s
o f  the  bu i ld ing  s t i l1  s tand to  the l r  fu l r  he igh t  in  some areas  -

approx imate ly  5  met res .

work wi1l,  hopeful ly, conti-nue in mid-August to the end of september
and again early 1n 1984 fol lowing a season at El_Hawawish.
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I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  e x c a v a t i o n  t h i s  f  a l s e  c l o i ; 1  s p g l  i l  w a s  u n r , o v e r e d

in  a  sma1 l  r oom o f  t he  mas taba .  I t  i s  i nsc r l bec l  w i ch  t he  name  and

t i t l e s  o f  t he  t omb  o r "ne r  as  an  i nc r i ca t i on  t .  h i s  sou l  o f  t he  p l ace

o f  h i s  bu r i a l  sha f t .  I n i e  t he re fo re  expec t  t o  f i nd  a  deep  sha f t

l ead ing  t o  t he  bu r l a l  chamber  immed ia te l y  i n  f r on t  o f  o r  beh ind

t h i s  d o o r .
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THE ANNIJAL DINNER OF THE RUNDLE FOUNDATION

) lembers  a re  reminded tha t  t i cke ts  a re  now ava i lab le  fo r  the  second

Annua l  D inner  o f  the  Rund l .e  Foundat ion .  The D i ,nner  i s  to  be  he ld

At - ''KAMERAICAL RESTAURANT''
175 Morgans  Road,
BELROSE

on MONDAY,  23rd  May,  a t  7 .00  p .m.  T icke ts  -  $20 each

The speaker wil l  be Dr, Rodriguez who combines his expert ise in

medicine with a special interest in gourmet food and Ancient

Civi l izat ions. He wil l  speak on "FOOD IN ANCIENT EGypT".

Enqu i r ies  -

Miss  Joan Beck ,
Schoo l  o f  H is to ry ,
Macquar ie  Un ivers i ty ,
NORTH RYDE, 21L3 ( 'phone 88.9762)

Please make cheques payable to Macquarie University.

REPORT ON THE HIEROGLYPHS & I,IEEK-END COURSES

r t  i s  w i th  g rea t  p leasure  tha t  we repor t  on  the  success  o f  the

Hierog lyphs  and the  week-end " rn t roduc t ion  to  Anc ien t  Egypt r r  courses .

Both  courses  were  we l l  aL tended and par t i , c ipants  ind ica ted  tha t  they

wou ld  l i ke  fo l low-up courses .  Every  e f fo r t  w i l l  be  made to  o r t ran ize

such Courses  in  1984.

VISITING LECTURERS

V i s i t i n g  l e c t u r e r s  i n  1 9 8 3 :

1 .  Dr .  B .  ock inga o f  the  un ivers i ty  o f  Tub ingen,  west  Germany,  has
accepted  our  inv i ta t ion  to  g ive  a  lec tu re  to  the  Foundat ion ,  A
tentat ive date MONDAY 15TH AUGUST has been suggested and is to
be conf i r rned.  @ecture  -

''THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE EGYPTIAN AND OLD TESTA}MNTAL
IDEAS ON ]'{AN BEING THE II{AGE OF THE GODS/GOD''

2 .  N e g o t i a t i o n s  a r e  s t i l 1  u n d e r  w a y  w i t h  D r .  L e s l i e  M a c c o u l l ,  t h e
D i r e c t o r  o f  S t r r d i e s  f o r  c o p t i c  A r c h a e o l o g y  i n  c a i r o .  w e  h o p e
lo  announce the  da te  o f  her  v is i t  in  the  near  fu tu re .
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MEMBERS TO PARTICIPATE IN OUR DIG

An opportunity is now avai lable to I{EMBERS OF THE RUNDLE FOUNDATION

ONLY,  to  spend ONE WEEK (be tween ls t  December ,  1983,  and mid  January ,

1984) at the excavations of El-Hawawish and to experience Lhe l i fe of

the  exped i t ion  as  we l l  as  to  be  ins t ruc ted  in  the  var ious  aspec ts  o f

the work. Accommodation, food and dai ly transport to the site and

other  s i tes  in  Akhmim,  w i l l  be  prov ided fo r  a  to ta l  cos t  o f  $500 per

person. Part ici-pants must meet al l  other expenses and arrange their

own f l ight to Egypt and transport to Sohag, although we are happy to

advise on these natters. The number wil l  be very l imi-ted and as

Egyptian permits are required, an irnmediate response from members is

necessary. Applications must reach Dr. Kanawati before the end of

May.

MACQUARIE ANCIENT HISTORY ASSOCIATION LECTURES

Members of the Rundle Foundation are invited to attend lectures

conducted  by  the  Macquar ie  Anc ien t  H is to ry  Assoc ia t ion :

Wednesday 25 l{ 'ay 8.00 p.m. in I '15C320 - "Portraits of Women
frorn Oldest Egypt" - Gae Callender

Wednesday 1  June 8 .00  p .m.  in  W5C320 -  "Be l j -e f  and Prac t ice :
Athenian Festivals" - Graham Jovner

Lectures are free to members of M.A.H.A. and the RUNDLE FOUNDATION

non-members  52 .00 .

RUNDLE FOUNDATION }MMBERSHIP 1983

We thank al l  those who have renewed their membership for 1983. A

form is enclosed for those who have not yet renewed. We remind

members that their support is needed and greatly appreciated.

Please make cheques payable to Macquarle University and forward

them' .  vour  name and address  to :

Miss  Joan Beck ,
S c h o o l  o f  H i s t o r y ,
Macquar ie  Un ivers i ty ,
NORTH RYDE,  2 I I3

( ' p h o n e  8 8 . 9 7 6 2 )


