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THE OIL TABLET OF DJAU, RECENTLY DISCOVERED IN HIS BURIAL CHAMBER AT DEIR EL-GEBRAWY 

THE SECOND SEASON AT DEIR EL-GEBRAWI (ASYUT) 

The cemetery of Deir el-Gebrawi was exclusively used as a burial site for the governors and 
officials in the Sixth Dynasty. Occupying two cliffs, the northern cliff was predominately used in 
the first half of the Sixth Dynasty, while the southern cliff was mainly used as a burial site 
throughout the long reign of Pepy II. Although approximately 100 tombs were cut in each cliff, 
only a handful had been decorated, with the others possibly having never received any 
decoration. This fact is curious, but it is attested in practically every other cemetery and it is likely 
that most of the uninscribed tombs contained funerary stelae identifying their owners, however 
such stelae have been removed and are scattered in museums all over the world. The Australian 
Centre for Egyptology started its work at the end of 2004, where it recorded and has now 
published the decorated tombs on the northern cliff. In the second season, 
November/December 2005, Naguib Kanawati and Sameh Shafik spent six weeks on the 
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southern cliff recording the decorated tombs of the well-known officials, Ibi and Djau, in 
addition to five other smaller tombs, which have some inscriptions.  

Although the shafts of these tombs have been cleared more than once before, it was surprising to 
find in them objects of great historical significance. The burial chamber of Djau in particular 
contained not only his complete skeletal remains but also all the funerary objects relating to the 
Opening of the Mouth ceremony.  A solidified level of lime was formed at approximately 4m. 
deep, perhaps as a result of a deluge of the type that occurs periodically in this part of Egypt. 
This solidified level formed a plug and gave the impression to the past and more recent 
excavators that the shaft ended at that level. Soundings proved that the shaft continued for an 
additional 4m. and gave access to the burial chamber. The wrappings of Djau's mummy were 
savagely torn and scattered and the sides of his wooden coffin were all broken. Considering that 
most of the soft tissue was missing and that Djau's remains were found in the correct anatomical 
position, the tomb must have been violated shortly after the burial. Underneath the body of Djau 
the expedition found his long staff, and below the base of the coffin were found a beautiful oil 
tablet and the base of an Opening of the Mouth set with depressions where the pesesh-kef knife 
and many model vessels were placed. Another instrument used in the Opening of the Mouth 
ceremony, a wooden setep adze, was found in the debris near the coffin. 

The oil tablet (pictured above) is extremely unusual in that it is not totally made of limestone but 
of schist embedded in a limestone base. Contrary to other oil tablets, that of Djau shows his 
seated figure. This feature is difficult to explain since by the Sixth dynasty all figures of the tomb 
owner, or any living human or animal, were eliminated from any scenes in the burial chamber. 
Even such figures in hieroglyphs were truncated to render them harmless to the deceased tomb 
owner. 

The importance of Ibi and Djau is difficult to over emphasise. They were the only officials during 
the Sixth Dynasty who held the governorship of not only one province, but of two provinces. 
And these provinces are astonishingly not next to one another, but separated by a vast distance; 
they are the provinces of Abydos (No. 8) and Deir el-Gebrawi (No. 12). How and why this 
family succeeded in combining two such important offices is currently being studied. Many of the 
other titles held by members of this family are very rare and particularly elevated. One needs to 
investigate their origin and background, and perhaps their relationship to the royal family of the 
time, for the more we study the Sixth Dynasty, the more we realise how widespread was 
nepotism.  

The cemetery was recorded by N. de G. Davies in 1900 and published in 1902. While containing 
some omissions and minor errors, and with no accompanying photographs at all, Davies' 
publication was invaluable to us as, in the early 1970s, there was a gang of robbers active in the 
region, that caused massive damage to the scenes and inscriptions in the tombs generally and to 
those of Ibi and Djau in particular. Their interest seems to have been focussed on reasonably 
preserved human figures, but in order to be able to cut these figures from the wall, they viciously 
damaged huge areas around the scene. As a result, the wall scenes and inscriptions appeared in a 
very sorrowful condition with the visitors' vision immediately attracted to the large sections of 
white cavities, rather than to the existing decoration. In addition to recording the remaining 
scenes and inscriptions, the ACE expedition in cooperation with the Egyptian Supreme Council 
of Antiquities, undertook a complete restoration and conservation of these two important tombs. 
Cavities were filled, even the smallest inscribed fragment was restored to its original place, based 
on Davies' old records, and all the decoration was cleaned and colours were strengthened.  
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THE AUSTRALIAN CENTRE FOR EGYPTOLOGY TEAM 2005 AT DEIR EL-GABRAWI 

The expedition (pictured above) with its photographer, Effy Alexakis, spent a week on the cliff 
during January photographing the tomb after its conservation, with Elizabeth Thompson 
studying its architecture and Alex Woods examining the colour conventions. The new publication 
will contain a full set of colour photographs and facsimile drawings of all the remaining scenes 
and inscriptions, as well as another set of drawings based on Davies' record.  

Naguib Kanawati 
 

2006 ANNUAL DINNER 

The Annual Dinner for 2006 will be held on Saturday June 17th 2006 in the function rooms at the 
Ryde Eastwood Leagues Club at 6.30 for a 7 pm start. The guest speaker for this year’s Annual 
Dinner will be Macquarie University graduate, Dr. Rodna Siebels, who will entertain us with her 
Recollections of a Student of Egyptology.   
As we are required to advise the club of the numbers attending, please reply by June 2nd.  The 
cost of the dinner will be $50.00 per person.  A Booking Form is included with this newsletter.   

 

2006 ANNUAL CONFERNCE 

Music, Dance and Sexuality in Ancient Egypt 
19th August 2006 

Building X5B Theatre 1, Macquarie University 

The guest speakers for this year's Annual Conference will be Prof. Gay Robins from Emory 
University and Dr Lise Manniche from Copenhagen University. Prof. Robins has a special 
interest in Egyptian art and the study of women in Ancient Egypt.  Dr Manniche has researched 
and published many articles and books on Egyptian art, music and musicians, fragrance, 
aromatherapy and cosmetics, and sexuality.  
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The Co-op Bookshop will be in attendance as usual and this year will have many books by these 
prolific and very popular authors. It will be a good opportunity to get any books you buy, or may 
already have, signed. 

This is the seventh visit by international scholars that has been made possible by a grant from the 
Janet Gale Travelling Fellowship, and the second time that Prof. Robins has visited our shores.  
We would like to extend our gratitude to Janet Gale for her continuing support. 

Costs remain the same as last year: Members $50, Non-Members $60, Students $30, Pensioners 
$30 and School groups with a minimum of 5 students, $25 per student – a teacher with 5 
students, FREE. 

Booking forms are enclosed with this newsletter.  Please remember the need to pay for parking 
on the University Grounds. 

 
CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSES 2006 
Second Semester – 31st July to 10th November 2006 

The following courses are available during second semester.  Cost is $150 per course. 
For further information please contact Anne Irish on (02) 9850 8833 

AHST 361 Ancient Egyptian Religion  Dr Ockinga Tues 11–1 pm or Tues 6–9 pm 

A study of religious thought and its development in Ancient Egypt.  This unit will deal with such 
topics as the concept of God, creation accounts, cosmology, divine kingship, polytheism and 
monotheism, myths, temple cult, oracles and personal religion. 

AHST 363 Old Kingdom Egypt Professor Kanawati Wed 12–2pm or Wed 6–9 pm 

This unit is a study of the main historical events and the architectural and artistic achievements of 
the Old Kingdom.  The unit will be based on the examination of the primary sources, both 
archaeological and textual.  (Prerequisite: Introduction to Hieroglyphs). 

AHST360 Middle Egyptian II Dr Ockinga Monday 10–1pm or Monday 6–9 pm 

This unit builds upon AHST260 Introduction to Hieroglyphs, providing further study of Middle 
Egyptian grammar, as well as the study and interpretation of Middle Kingdom texts.  
(Prerequisite: Introduction to Hieroglyphs). 

 PUBLICATIONS 

Reports 21: N. Kanawati and M. Abder-Raziq (2004) Mereruka and his Family, Part 1: The Tomb 
of Meryteti, Oxford 

Reports 22: B. Ockinga et al (2004) Amenemone the Chief Goldsmith. A New Kingdom Tomb in the 
Teti Cemetery at Saqqara, Oxford 

Reports 23:   N. Kanawati (2005) Deir El-Gebrawi, Volume 1.  The Northern Cliff,  Oxford 

The price of Reports 1 to 18 is $44 each (incl. GST).  Reports 19 onward are $55 each (incl. 
GST). 
 

All cheques should be made to MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY and all prices quoted include GST. 
Address mail and enquiries to::   
The Australian Centre for Egyptology  Phone: (02) 9850 8848 
Division of Humanities  9 am – 3 pm,  Monday – Friday  
Macquarie University  2109   e-mail: egyptology@hmn.mq.edu.au 
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